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THE B’NEI

MITZVOT ISSUE

So many reasons to celebrate as TSM hosts
five b’nei mitzvot this fall.

President’s Perspective

The families of these five students
have lived in limbo as we looked forward,
sometimes nervously, to celebrating the
ast month we welcomed the new year
culmination of their children’s hard work. As
with a joyous return to Temple Shalom
COVID rates fluctuated over the last year,
for many members who have not seen
they waited for guidance on what would be
each other for a long time. Blessed with good
possible. As the Festival of Sukkot reminded
weather, we shared smiles and delicious
lunches under the tents. Our children gathered us, we can not control the weather; we are
dependent on the right rain in the
in large numbers for our youth
right season. We have seen this
services outside, while in our
“This
joy
that
we
year that there is much more we
sanctuary, and on Zoom, we
celebrated
last
can not control, especially during
enjoyed the familiar tunes of
a pandemic.
month during
our Rosh Hashanah liturgy.
Sukkot is referred to as Z’man
This month, we continue
Sukkot will spill into
to “return home to Temple
this month as Maya, Simchateinu, the Season of Our
Joy. This joy that we celebrated
Shalom” as we celebrate five
Jesse, Sam, Valerie,
last month during Sukkot will spill
b’nei mitzvah services in six
and
Isaac
are
called
into this month as Maya, Jesse,
weeks! Most of us can not
to
the
Torah
for
the
Sam, Valerie, and Isaac are called
remember a time when we had
first time.”
to the Torah for the first time. We
so many simchas to celebrate
are thrilled that they will be able
in such a short time. Last year,
to do so with their family, friends,
our b’nei mitzvah celebrations
and
congregation
there to shower them with
were confined to Zoom, with perhaps a
sweetness. Mazel tov to the b’nei mitzvah and
minyan of people in the sanctuary. This month,
their families. Thank you for making your joy
we will still be on Zoom for those who prefer,
our joy. ◊
but also together in person.

L

By Gisele Ellis, Temple Shalom President
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Rabbi’s Report
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By Rabbi
Braham David
his is a rare October when we have already finished
the chaggim, the major Fall holidays. We now enter the
month of Cheshvan, or “Mar”Cheshvan, meaning “bitter”
Cheshvan — as this is a month with no major Jewish holiday.
For rabbis and cantors, Chesvan represents a welcomed respite
when we can take a little break and then start focusing on
everything else we need to do this New Year. One rabbi even
made a tee shirt with the phrase “Rabbis z Cheshvan.”
That said, there are many reasons to feel joy this Cheshvan.
One is that over 6 weeks, we will mark five B’nai Mitzvah.
We have already had four B’nai Mitzvah this year. For those
of us who remember the sad seven or eight-year stretch
we had with no Bar or Bat Mitzvah, we especially welcome
these opportunities to rejoice in our young people, and the
revitalization they represent for our community.
What makes these events so special is that they are shared
with the community. Often, at larger synagogues, the only
people present on a Shabbat morning are the family and
friends of the B-Mitzvah. There are few Shabbat morning
regulars, and often the synagogue will offer a library minyan
or other programming for these regulars and anyone else who
doesn’t know the B-Mitzvah family. We fortunately do not share
this problem.
Many in the community know the B-Mitzvah and their
families, and have watched them grow up. We get the
opportunity to celebrate and support them as a community, and
meet their extended families (or see them on Zoom). Everyone
from the community is invited. Each individual celebration
is unique, reflecting the style and personality of the young
person involved. Each family also receives the support of the
community. Families that have gone through the process help
other families preparing for their child’s big day. They help with
logistics, tablecloths, ideas for invitations and anything else you
can imagine.
Over the last year and a half there has been the added
stress of the pandemic, with some families having had
their entire bar mitzvah online. This required a great deal of
assistance with technology. As a parent, I have experienced
both a pre- and post-pandemic B-Mitzvah, and we received
a great deal of help for each one — including steaming
tablecloths and chair covers for many hours to saving all of our
catered food when the fridge broke down. (Note — we have a
new fridge!). Table set-ups were shared with us, and when we

T

2



Continued on page 3

Rabbi

From page 2

and another family needed to do our children’s B’nai Mitzvah
as hybrid services, the house and B’nai Mitzvah committees
set up a wonderful system in our sanctuary that enhances
the experience of both those attending in person and those
joining via Zoom. Besides the camera focused on the service,
there is another focused on the family and others in the
sanctuary, so people at home can feel part of the kahal. For
those attending in person, we can see those joining via Zoom
on a large screen, which is an especially meaningful way to
connect with those who could not attend in person. It is how
my own immediate family connected to my parents and other
relatives at my son’s bar mitzvah earlier this year.
So, I want to wish a Mazel tov to all of our families with an
upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah. We look forward to celebrating
with you and your child! ◊

Rabbi David’s Virtual Office Hours are
Wednesday & Thursday, 10 a.m. to noon

Sunday Minyan is back!

Sunday, October 31, 10 a.m.
Board Meeting

The next meeting of the Board of Directors is
Thursday, October 21 at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom.
Minyan before the meeting starts at 7 p.m.
Link to view the Board meeting minutes and agendas:
https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1NBzR20A0LinsIYRqQevxvJyZOK3Okpt?usp=sharing
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Praying

Service Schedule

All services are in person
and on Zoom unless
otherwise noted. Use
the regular TSM Zoom
link, https://tinyurl.com/
tsmzoomlink, unless
otherwise noted.
Kabbalat Shabbat
Fridays at 7:30 p.m.
Except 10/15. Access a copy
of the siddur.
Saturday Morning
Services
Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Access the siddur. Except for
b’nai mitzvot. See schedule
on page four.
Shabbat Mishpacha
Friday, October 15
Services at 6:30 p.m.
Kitah Vav & Kitah Zayin will
lead the service.
Hybrid Minyan
Wednesdays, October 6,
13, 20, and 27, 7 p.m.
Join on Zoom or outdoors in
person weather-permitting.
In person RSVP to minyan@
templeshalommedford.org.
Thursday Minyan Online
Thursday, October 21
7 p.m.
Minyan prior to the monthly
Board meeting.
Sunday Minyan
Sunday, October 31
10 a.m.
Learn how to put on tefillin if
you don’t already know how.
◊

hedda.harari@gmail.com

B’Nai Mitzvot Links
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◊Maya Spencer 10/2 at 9:30 a.m.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83971168431?pw
d=eFcrU0N5QnpkTzFqL1h3WnJxenJ1QT09
Meeting ID: 839 7116 8431 Passcode: 002155
◊Jesse Varat 10/9 at 10:00 a.m.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81390581890?pw
d=Sks1NVVaMUl0YzJKRm9BYXd4cFk2QT09
Meeting ID: 813 9058 1890 Passcode: 002155
◊Sam Kurowski 10/16 at 9:30 a.m.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81393028104?
pwd=OTY0ODBOY2ZSbXpRMlF0Z0dwekxI
QT09
Meeting ID: 813 9302 8104 Passcode: 002155
◊Valerie Tolstorukov 10/23 at 10:00 a.m.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82733985138?pw
d=bHgyc1FxT1hDZ0t5aVJXc05hRisyZz09
Meeting ID: 827 3398 5138 Passcode: 002155
◊Isaac Jagendorf 11/6 at 9:30 a.m.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89347201807?pw
d=Q3lFV0x4ZWhaVHRmdE5QbFp4RjVJQT09
Meeting ID: 89347201807 Passcode: 002155

for Children

Youth Services
Saturday, October 9, 10 a.m.
Tot Shabbat
Ages 0 to 6

In a relaxed and fun
atmosphere, introduce your
child to the joy of Shabbat
with kid-friendly prayer,
songs, puppets, stories and
a special Shabbat craft.

outdoors

Casual attire welcome. Bring a lawn chair
or towel or blanket to sit on. In the case of
rain, youth services will be held in the tent.

Shabbat Yeladim

Ages 6 to 8
A fun introduction to
Shabbat morning services.
We include prayers, stories,
and songs, and encourage
all of the kids to get
involved.
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Junior Congregation
Ages 8+

An opportunity for the kids
to run the service, take
out a special Torah, recite
the blessings, learn the
melodies, and act out the
weekly parsha.

Gathering

Upcoming Events

Adult Craft & Connect
Sundays, October 10 and
24, 10 a.m.
Bring a craft you are working
on and come hang out with
others doing the same. We
will chat and work on our own
projects. RSVP to events@
templeshalommedford.org so
we know how many people to
expect. This is an adults-only
event.

Sunday Mah Jongg
Sunday, October 3, 17, and
31, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday morning Mah Jongg is
returning! Come for a refresher
course on October 3 or just
come to play during Hebrew
school hours. Come play on
October 17 and 31. If you
do not have a 2021 card, no
worries, bring a 2020 card. We
will also have extra cards. For
more info contact Marcia at
mfdelatizky@ hotmail.com.
Tuesday Mah Jongg
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
To be added to the Mah
Jongg list, contact Marcia at
mfdelatizky@ hotmail.com.

Rosh Chodesh
October 6, 8 p.m.
Female members over Bat
Mitzvah age are welcome.
Come welcome the month
of Cheshvan via Zoom. Use
the regular TSM link: https://
tinyurl.com/tsmzoomlink. ◊

Mah_jonGg!
Sunday morning games are back!

Come play during Hebrew school hours on October 3,
17, and 31. No worries if you need a refresher or don’t
have a current card. Contact Marcia with any questions
at mfdelatizky@hotmail.com.

Craft & Connect

Sundays, October 10 & 24
10 a.m.

RSVP to events@templeshalommedford.org
Adults only

Rosh Chodesh
Group
Thursday, October 6
8 p.m. via Zoom
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Update on
new members! clergy search

Sharing

Please welcome these

By Rebecca Kurowski
Clergy Search Committee Chair
Update on Clergy Search: During the clergy
search process, count on seeing an update
in the bulletin each month. If you have any
questions, please reach out to a clergy search
committee member (Rebecca Kurowski, David
Sayres, Stuart Young, John Slonimsky, Ari
Kristan, Stefanie Johnson, Joyce Grippen, and
Gisele Ellis).

Syrl Silberman

Esther Shamir and
Sebastian Silva and
their children, Sebastian,
Samuel and Saul

T

We are happy to have them
join the TSM community!

T

emple Shalom has registered with the
Rabbinical Assembly Rabbinic Search
process for 2021-2022. Synagogues
seeking to hire a Rabbi must complete the
questionnaire found here https://www.
rabbinicalassembly.org/resources-ideas/
rabbinic-search/documents (Scroll down to
Pulpit Rabbinic Search Worksheet).
The Clergy Search Committee, with input
from TSM Committee chair people and other
board members, are actively completing
the questionnaire. The last section of the
questionnaire requires us to detail the
compensation offer associated with our job
posting. The rest of the questions ask about
our community and what role we want our
new Rabbi to fill in our congregation. In
describing Temple Shalom, we are selling
ourselves to potential applicants. We are
focusing on the strength of our community,
our incredible growth over the past 10-12 years,
and our diverse programming.
We are using the survey responses to
guide us in our answers, including: describing
priorities for the new Rabbi, describing TSM’s
strengths, what to change/maintain. We plan
to complete a rough draft by mid-October,
and submit our final posting by the end of
October. After that, we hope to begin receiving
applications. ◊

Updates
from the
Office

By Margie Shapiro, Office Manager
hank you again to all of our wonderful
volunteers to support the micro food
pantry. With their help and the donations
received as part of the Yom Kippur food drive,
we are fully stocked through the month of
October. At that time, our older religious school
students will be taking over, as part of their
curriculum.
Shopping for that special Bar/Bat Mitzvah
or graduation gift? Don’t forget that you can
support Temple Shalom by ordering from
Kolbo Fine Judaica in Brookline. Mention us
at checkout and the Temple will receive a
donation equal to 10% of your purchase.
Chanukah will be here before we know it —
start your shopping now with Scrip, another
easy way to support Temple Shalom with
purchases you make. Please call the office if
you need help placing your scrip order. ◊
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Learning

Schmooze
"On the Move"

Adult Education

Use the regular TSM
Zoom link, https://tinyurl.
com/tsmzoomlink, unless
otherwise noted.
Schmooze on the Move
Sunday, October 3
10:30 a.m.
Join us for a walk and talk on
Sunday morning.
Cantor’s Class
Wednesday, October 20
7:30 p.m.
For topic and more
information contact Cantor
Stern at cantorstern@aol.
com.
Back to the Sources with
Rabbi David
Sunday, October 24, 10:30
a.m.
We will discuss the topic
“Constituting a Minyan by
Virtual Means.” Everyone is
welcome.
Adult Ed Book Club
Mondays through
November 22, 7:30–8:30
p.m.
Registration is closed, but
look for another session in
January. ◊

Sunday, October 3, 10:30 a.m.

Join us for another “Schmooze on the Move.” Meet
at the Temple (weather-permitting) to walk and talk,
topic to be decided. Walk next to someone you don’t
normally talk to, and we can schmooze in pairs while
strolling through the woods or along the streets of
Medford.

Back to the Sources
with Rabbi David
Sunday, October 24, 10:30 a.m.
Constituting a Minyan by
Virtual Means
Weather permitting, join Rabbi David outside at the
Temple for some Torah study. Judaism has always held
that a minyan, or quorum of ten adults is required in
order to say certain prayers, such as the Shema and
the mourners kaddish. While the rabbis of the talmud
couldn’t imagine the internet, they did contemplate what
defines a minyan, and if everyone needs to be in the
same location. We will look at some of these texts, and
how they have been applied during the pandemic.
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Religious
School
News

By Andrea Katz
Religious School Director
tudents in all grades
are enjoying their new
classes in-person, now
that Religious School is under
way for the 5782 Jewish year,
2021-22. We have a staff of
new and returning teachers
who have had experience
working with students in
synagogue schools, Jewish
camps and youth groups
— teaching Hebrew, Torah
trope, tutoring and assisting
classroom teachers.

S

Religious School Staff:

◊Gan/Aleph (K & 1 combined
Morah (Teacher [f.] Isabel
Boxerman
Madricha (Assistant[(f.])
Kaela Timsit

Learning
◊Bet (Gr. 2)
Morah Abby Stern
Madricha Rebecca Siegel
◊Gimmel/Dalet (Gr. 3 & 4
combined)
Morah Peri Barest
Madrich (Assistant (m.))
Benjamin Sayres
◊Hey
Morah Sam (Samantha)
Greene
◊Vav
Moreh (Teacher [m.]) Ryan
Kadet
◊Zayin
Morah Sarah Liberman
◊Tefillah (Prayer)
Moreh David Sayres
Todah rabbah to Rabbi
David for leading a Sukkot
lesson for our classes and
helping us recite the holiday
blessings in the sukkah.
Thank you to Shawn Weil
for filling in as Shirah (Singing)
Teacher while we look to fill
this position.

Adult Ed Update

T

By Deb Varat, Adult Education Committee Chair
he adult ed book club, which
will read Sapiens, by Yuval Noah
Harari, is now full. We will write
up a summary of our discussions when
we conclude, and report back what we
learned. Stay tuned for the second club
of the year to begin in early January, and
start thinking of books that you might
want to read with a group as we will be
taking suggestions.
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Todah rabbah to Judy
Rabinowitz and the School
Committee for supporting
the Religious School
administration in many ways,
including the coordination of
teachers’ carpools. Thank you
to those parents who have
been assisting with providing
snack to our students on
Sunday.
Todah rabbah to Tamar
and the Sukkah set-up and
decorating students and
parents for your time and
effort.
Mazel tov to our students
and teachers on a smooth
transition back to in-person
learning over the last couple
of weeks! We are excited to
be back in the synagogue
after a long hiatus during
remote learning.
Mazel tov to our Kitah
Gimmel/Dalet Class on their
Kabbalat Torah ceremony,
held on Simchat Torah – we
are pleased to have your
commitment to Jewish
studies twice a week this
year, and increasing your
knowledge of Hebrew, prayer,
values, Bible and more. ◊

Zoom Link for most
TSM services/events
(unless otherwise
noted):
https://tinyurl.com/
tsmzoomlink

Remembering

Yahrzeits
October 3 / Tishri 27
◊Minnie Schuster
◊Violet Nahman

October 5 / Tishri 29
◊Leo Darish
◊Sidney Lehrman

October 6 / Cheshvan 1
◊Dr. Garry Shohet

October 7 / Cheshvan 2
◊Herbert Tuck

October 8 / Cheshvan 3
◊Louis Arnofsky

October 13 / Cheshvan 8
◊Marilyn Goldberg
◊William Wolfson

October 16 / Cheshvan 11
◊Beatrice Gamrin

October 17 / Cheshvan 12
◊Goldie Bereznick

October 19 / Cheshvan 14
◊Leonard Ellis
◊Alan Tankel

October 20 / Cheshvan 15
◊Benjamin Newman
October 21 / Cheshvan 16
◊Julia Good
◊Susanna Tolstorukov

October 23 / Cheshvan 18
◊Fred Hoffman

October 24 / Cheshvan 19
◊Saul Solomon
October 26 / Cheshvan 21
◊Martin Civin

October 27 / Cheshvan 22
◊Samuel Wolfson

October 28 / Cheshvan 23
◊Raphael Protas

October 29 / Cheshvan 24
◊Gladys Kenion

October 30 / Cheshvan 25
◊Mae Liberman
October 31 / Cheshvan 26
◊Hyman Saperstein

Simchas
and
Sorrows

Share your news big and small
with the TSM community. Let
us share in your joys and help
carry your burdens. This is a
space for the congregation to
kvell and to commiserate!
Condolences
◊We mourn the recent
passing of Marvin Schuster,
husband of Cuong Tran
◊Our condolences to Karen
Webber on the passing of
her father
Best Wishes
◊Mazel tov and continued
good health to long-time
member, Ruth Weiner, who
recently celebrated her 97th
birthday!

Please submit your news by
sending an email to bulletin@
templeshalommedford.org. ◊

Support Temple Shalom at no cost to you!

Scrip is super easy to buy and use, and Temple Shalom gets a donation
at no cost to you. Log onto shopwithscrip.com to see the extensive list of
over 750 retailers available and learn how your purchase supports Temple
Shalom.
The deadline for our next order is October 15. If you have any questions
about how the program works, please send an email to Tamar Siegel at
rtsiegel@comcast.net.
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Donations

Yahrzeit Remembrance
In memory of:

Temple General Fund
◊With appreciation for Yom Kippur honor
from Ruth Kurtz
◊In honor of Bar Mitzvah of Jonah Siegel from
Joan Klane, the Rabinowitz Family
◊In honor of Bar Mitzvah of Sam Kurowski
from Eli and Cecille Cohen, Margie Shapiro,
the Rabinowitz Family
◊In honor of Bar Mitzvah of Jesse Varat from
the Rabinowitz Family, Margie Shapiro
◊In honor of Bat Mitzvah of Valerie
Tolstorukov from the Rabinowitz Family
◊In honor of Bar Mitzvah of Isaac Jagendorf
from the Rabinowitz Family
◊In honor of Bat Mitzvah of Maya Spencer
from the Rabinowitz Family
◊In honor of Ruth Weiner’s 97th Birthday
from Margie Shapiro
◊In memory of Pamela Levine from Leo
Sullivan
◊In memory of Edward Webber, father of
Karen Webber, from Marcia Delatizky
◊In memory of Marvin Schuster from Hoan
Tran Dang

Remembering

◊ Max Benedict Rakisky from Ruth Kurtz
◊Mel Shneider from Lucille Shneider
◊David Penchansky from the Lydon Family
and Susan Blau
◊Beloved grandfather, Abraham Perlis, from
Carla Perlis Katz and family
◊Raphael Protas from Sandee and Bob Ellis
◊Doris Hoffman from Eli and Cecille Cohen
◊Leonard Ellis from Bob and Sandee Ellis
◊Harry Tanar from Harvey Eisenberg
◊Lillian Camiel from Pearl Camiel
◊Rebecca Gallant from Al and Michelle
Chapper
◊Joel Marsh from Lisa Marsh
Peggy and Sumner Sinrich Playground Fund
◊In memory of loved mother and
grandmother, Peggy Sinrich, from Deb, Phil,
Leah, and Evan Sinrich
To make a donation, please contact Margie
in the office at (781) 396-3262 or office@
templeshalommedford.org.

Holocaust survivor Israel “Izzy” Arbeiter, 96, an eyewitness to
the horrors of Nazi concentration camps, will be honored during
a virtual community event on Wednesday, October 6 at 7 pm.
The event is free and open to all.
Izzy will receive the Stephan Ross Excellence in Holocaust Education Award, named for New
England Holocaust Memorial Founder and lifelong friend Stephan Ross.
This Second Annual Tribute Event “Voices from the Past… Lessons for the Future” is
sponsored by the New England Friends of March of the Living (NEF MOTL), and honors the
enduring impact of Israel “Izzy” Arbeiter. Visit https://motlnewengland.org/
March of the Living annually brings over 10,000 high schoolers from 50 countries to Poland
and Israel to study the history of the Holocaust and learn about roots of anti-Semitism and
prejudice. NEF MOTL provides a $2,000 scholarship to high school juniors and seniors.
To attend the October 6 virtual, free tribute event, visit https://motlnewengland.org/.
Advance registration is requested. For more information: tribute@motlnewengland.org.
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Put your advertisement here!

Put your ad
here!

Call the office for details: 781-396-3262
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

9:30 a.m.
Religious
School
9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mah
Jongg
10:30
Schmooze on
the Move

3

27 Tishrei
10 a.m.
Adult Craft
& Connect**

10

4 Cheshvan
9:30 a.m.
Religious
School
9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mah
Jongg

17

11 Cheshvan
9:30 a.m.
Religious
School
10 a.m. Craft &
Connect**
10:30 a.m.
Rabbi’s Class
18 Cheshvan

24

5

29 Tishrei

Columbus
Day
Indigenous
Peoples’ Day

11

5 Cheshvan

18

12 Cheshvan

25

19 Cheshvan

Thursday

3

4

28 Tishrei

Wednesday

12

6 Cheshvan

19

13 Cheshvan

26

20 Cheshvan

Rosh
Rosh
Chodesh
Chodesh
Cheshvan
Cheshvan
7 p.m. Hybrid
Minyan*
8 p.m. Rosh
Chodesh Group
3:30 p.m.
Religious
School
30 Tishrei
1 Cheshvan

6

3:30 p.m.
Religious
School
7 p.m. Hybrid
Minyan*

13

7 Cheshvan
3:30 p.m.
Religious
School
7 p.m. Hybrid
Minyan*
7: 30 p.m.
Cantor’s Class
14 Cheshvan

20

3:30 p.m.
Religious
School
7 p.m. Hybrid
Minyan*

27

21 Cheshvan

7

14

8 Cheshvan
7 p.m.
Minyan
7:30 p.m.
Board of
Directors
Meeting

21

15 Cheshvan

28

22 Cheshvan

Friday

7:30 p.m.
Kabbalat
Shabbat
6:07 p.m.
Candle
Lighting

1

25 Tishrei
7:30 p.m.
Kabbalat
Shabbat
5:55 p.m.
Candle
Lighting

8

9:30 a.m.
Bat Mitzvah
of Maya
Spencer
7:05 p.m.
Havdalah

2

26 Tishrei
10 a.m.
Family
Services
10:00 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah
of Jesse Varat
6:53 p.m.
Havdalah

9

2 Cheshvan

3 Cheshvan

6:30 p.m.
Shabbat
Mishpacha
5:43 p.m.
Candle Lighting

9:30 a.m.
Bar Mitzvah
of Sam
Kurowski
6:42 p.m.
Havdalah
10 Cheshvan

15

9 Cheshvan
7:30 p.m.
Kabbalat
Shabbat
5:33 p.m.
Candle Lighting

22

16 Cheshvan
7:30 p.m.
Kabbalat
Shabbat
5:23 p.m. Candle
Lighting

29

23 Cheshvan

Halloween
9:30 a.m.
Religious
School
9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mah
Jongg
10 a.m. Sunday
Minyan

31

25 Cheshvan

Saturday

*Outdoors in-person, weather-permitting & on Zoom. **Pre-registration/RSVP required

16

10 a.m.
Bat Mitzvah
of Valerie
Tolstorukov
6:32 p.m.
Havdalah

23

17 Cheshvan
10 a.m.
Shabbat
Service
6:23 p.m.
Havdalah

30

24 Cheshvan

